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Curriculum vitae 
 
Peter Waterman (Hackney, London 1936) retired as Senior Lecturer after nearly 
30 years at the Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, 1998. He was there 
successively associated with the Labour Studies and Politics of Alternative 
Development Strategies programmes.  
 
Previously he was English editor of World Student News (Prague 1955-8), was a 
labour educator with the World Federation of Trade Unions (Prague 1966-9), and 
taught World Contemporary History at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria 
(1970-72).  
 
Peter has a Diploma in Social Sciences from Ruskin College (1963), and a 
Batchelor’s in Politics, Economics and Philosophy from Queen’s College, Oxford 
(1965). He has an MSocSci in West African Studies from Birmingham University 
(1972), and completed his PhD on Nigerian trade unionism in Non-Western 
Sociology, Nijmegen University (1983). 
 
In the 1980s he founded the International Labour Education, Research and 
Information Foundation and edited/published the Newsletter of International 
Labour Studies.  Since 1984 he has specialised on study of the new labour and 
other internationalisms, and on (computerised) communications and culture in 
relation to such. Since 2002 he has concentrated on the relationship of trade 
unions to the ‘global justice and solidarity movement’, particularly the World 
Social Forum.  
 
Peter has had fellowships, visiting positions and other attachments to universities 
in the UK, Spain, US, South Africa, Mexico and Peru. Currently he spends three 
months a year in Peru, where his partner, the international feminist 
writer/activist, Gina Vargas, lives. 
 
He has published in English, German, Portuguese, Spanish, Korean, Japanese, 
Swedish and other languages. He is widely present on the Web . 
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Recently Peter has been writing his autobiography, co-editing a book series (with 
Jai Sen, New Delhi) World Social Forum: Challenging Empires, and publishing 
compilations of his own work, in both Spanish and English. 
 
Having launched, in the later-1980s the ongoing debate about ‘Social Movement 
Unionism’, he is now promoting the idea of a ‘Global Labour Charter’. 
 
 
Some publications (2000-2008) 
 
Waterman, Peter, Jai Sen, Anita Anand and Arturo Escobar and (eds). 2004. The 

World Social Forum: Challenging Empires. New Delhi: Viveka. C. 400 
pp.  

Waterman, Peter and Jane Wills (eds). 2000. Place, Space and the New Labour 
Internationalisms. Oxford: Blackwell. 300 pp.  

Waterman, Peter. 2004. ‘Adventures of Emancipatory Labour Strategy as the 
New Global Movement Challenges International Unionism’, Journal of 
World-Systems Research, Vol. 10, No. 1. http://jwsr.ucr.edu/index.php.  

Waterman, Peter and Jill Timms. 2004. ‘Trade Union Internationalism and A 
Global Civil Society in the Making’, in Kaldor, Mary,  Helmut Anheier and 
Marlies Glasius (eds), Global Civil Society 2004/5. London: Sage. Pp. 
178-202.  

Waterman, Peter. 2006. ‘Emancipating Labour Internationalism’, in Boaventura 
de Sousa Santos (ed). Another Production is Possible: Beyond the 
Capitalist Canon. London: Verso. 446-80. 

Waterman, Peter. 2006. Los nuevos tejidos nerviosos del internacionalismo y la 
solidaridad. (The New Nervous System of Internationalism and 
Solidarity). Lima: Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos. 205 pp. 

Waterman, Peter. 'Needed: A Global Labour Charter Movement' (ESF Malmo 
0908): http://www.netzwerkit.de/projekte/waterman/gc  

Waterman, Peter. 'Recovering Internationalism; Creating New Global Solidarity', 
http://www.choike.org/nuevo_eng/informes/6439.html. 

Waterman, Peter. ‘Labour@ESF Malmo, 2008: Work or Life?’. Draft.    
 
Some Affiliations 
 
Member, Network Institute for Global Democracy, University of Helsinki, Finland. 

http://www.nigd.u-net.com/board.html. 
Consultative Committee Member, Programa de Estudios Sobre Democracia y 

Transformación Global, University of San Marcos, Lima, Peru. 
http://www.democraciaglobal.org/  

Editorial Board Member, Globalisations, University of Newcastle, UK. 
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/14747731.asp  
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International Advisory Board Member, Revista Crítica de Ciências Sociais 
(Coimbra, Portugal). http://rccs.ces.uc.pt  

Member, ABVA-KABO/FNV (Netherlands Union Federation). 
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